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fhe late Admivral Bensnan wam born &t Zagaon,
sgorgia, on 2& Septomber 1885, and wes appolnted a
cadst Mldshipmen on 28 September 1872 from the Fourth
Congresgional Dilstrict of Jeorgls, by Honoreble T. J.
Lpesr, e was graduated in 1877,

Sonmaader Benson reported for Auty In comwand
21 the U.7.%. ALBANY In Cotober 1908, and wes assigned
to Auty ag chief of staff, Pacilic Fleet, ta July i3C9,
Ja atteised the permmnent rank of Captein in July 1909,
and sommanded the basttleship VWISHOURI from dMey 1910 to
Jetober 19810, when he was ordered %o duty as commanding
>ffieer of the U,%,%. UP4AH. In Auzust 1913 he reported
for duty se Uommandant, Mavy Yeard, "riladelphia, “ean-
aylvenia, and aa supervisor of Third, ¥ourth and Fifth
Gaval Dlgtrletes. His duty as Chief of Xeval Operations,
‘lavy Depariment, SJashington, D. C,, wilth the rank of
dzar Admiral, bagun in May 1910,and he attained the
parmanent renk of Rear Admiral from 26 Hovembsr 1915,
Trom 29 Augusi 1916 he waas commissloned Admiral, during
the vemainder of term of office ag Chief of Navsl
Jyperations, and by reason of this assgignment he was
roaaking genlor Javal offiecer next to the Secretsry and
Assistant “eoretary of %the Mavy. This duty terminated
shea he »as transferred to the Hetlred List from 29
Fuptember L9219, after forty-seven years of asotive
service, haviaz attalned the statutory age of Bixty-
Cour yesrs, He wes commiseloned Admiral on the Retired
List from 21 June 1930, in accordsnce with provieions

af an 4et of that date.

sdmiral 3snson was 2 member of the commisslon
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Submitted and sponsored by Secretary Swanson, Feb, 10, 1937,




appeinted by rreaident dilsonm te confer with the

Allied Powers ia Zurocpe in 1917; member speecial mission
abroad Qotober 1918; Naval representative in drewing up
Haval terms of srmlistice with Jermany znd Central Powsrs;
¥aval advisor to American Commiseion to Nezotlate Peace,
and refuraed to the United Stetes on 20 June 1919,

He was awarded the BLlstingulshed Ssrvice
¥edal, Sar Department, and algo awarded the Dia-
tiagulshed 3ervice Medal, Navy Department, for gervicea
during the %orld War, as set forth in the following
sitation;

- "For exeeptionally meritorious mervics
in a duty of grest reaponeidility as
Chief? of Naval Operations,.®

in addition he received foreizn degorations as follows;
5rand Cross lezlon of Honor {Frenseh); Grand Croses

order St. ¥licheel and 5t., Jeorge (British); Crder
Rieing Sun, frst Class (Japenese); Order 3%. Gregory
Great {(kilitary Cless, Pirast Orﬁer‘ by fope Bensdiot IV.

fle died on 20 May 1932 at Washington, D. C.,
and waa burizd at Arlington ¥ational Cemetery,
Arlington, Virglinia,

i L
boforgle s 5
. [ i Fi‘l
ooty g b
Iy Ja s ety T
i
] b
*"{‘1’%% N }’1 é’. IR LI S
v . : vooB Voot
3] . { ca Y L -
i ‘.f,,:n[; A TN L
R L R {: ‘
GoutELS Y [
e b it -f"‘f“"" %



e e

reply address not the signer of
letter, but 'Bureau 8T Navigation,

vy Depariment, Washington, D. C.
Refer to ﬁo.

NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF NAVIGATION

I, - L B
Fav~327-at WASHINGTON, D. C. .

12 darch 1535,

ADMIRAL WILLIA: SHYPHERD BXNS0H, U.8. HsVY, HETIHED, DEC:
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Superlative reports on fitness.

Commanding Officer U.3.3. UTAH when that vessel attained
the highest multiple in engineering for the year ending
30 June 1913 and awarded engineering trorhy.

43 Commandart Philadelphle MNavy Yard commended by 3ecretary

of Navy,29 April 1914,for ezcellant work performed at Yard
during unusual circumstances of the previous fortnight.

Name submitted and sponsored by Secretary Swanson, Feb, 10, 1937,
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1. UIloGLpteldder .:;, Lola,. 1wl
SLATULOTY Twlil 2 =ixty lfour
transferred U3 L.y Nuetired List on it
Ja+u, in sszorcance with the provisions 2
ONSTESS ApLTOvs 1St 23, lvlu.
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L013, you o watered upsn your dutices as

7l vperations, a asw office srouted by
rposs o6 dircsting the 2perations of the
e opreparation of plans for their us- in war.

A Jnowovember 24, L3L3, 1ou were sonsissioncd anadiiral
1 ; Wihiloh rank Jal have neld ylﬂlu TaaT ustu.
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datil the zralstice was sisned o0 Ldveabar ll,l,lJ,
dUwE vy owas leroely ressonsible Tor the rinal
and oV lvubll ncodefest O the enedy.  Suring the Demce Ne-
sotintione in ;aris 74 Were the principzl Vaval idvisor 5o th.
creslcent O the Unjood Stases, ana in thie caaty o your advicge and
counzal viere of Inestiugable vaolus,

april oy L7390 United Joatbes declured war a uinss
T

TIr o a0re Than our years Jdurint the .i0st 10asntous
24 1o the aistory of tao Jdavy, ou Msve sLrfIT L3 the
S 2T Ve uwdst L rrisat office unalr the Navy dupartneat
an gfficicnsy ana taye ity that co‘”*ﬁmabmu Tusgogey and
tdeiracion not only o0 oo Lavy .. of the Mation,

PRAEN

I teke whis opportunity oV wapiussins deupe st T6 "rul
LUr o ssrvizes, uand vith ou 1an; ha sy yuars

. J
O rest after fort —-sw7en Suars of act1VU saval servies, .
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